GRADE 10

Listening Comprehension
Political heroes
Not all heroes from the nineteenth century are frontiersmen. Some heroes from that time are men and women who fought for the freedom of slaves; others fought for equal rights for women; others worked hard to start new organizations to help make people’s lives better.
One of the many heroes from the nineteenth century was the sixteenth president of the United States, Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln was the president from 1861 to 1865, the years of the Civil War.
Abraham Lincoln was born in Kentucky in 1809. His father was a farmer, and Lincoln spent his early life working on the farm. He was very interested in learning, but he went to school for only a few years. When he was twenty-one, his family moved to Illinois and he left home to get a job. He became interested in law, and taught himself by reading books. He was a successful lawyer in Springfield, Illinois, and then worked for the state government. In 1837, he spoke publicly against slavery. By 1850, slavery was against the law in the north, but not in the south.
 Lincoln became president in January 1861, and, when the southern states tried to leave the USA in April of that year, the war began. The southern states wanted to keep slavery, even if meant they had to make a different country of their own. Many people were killed in the terrible civil war, but in the end, the north won and slaves were free. At the end of the war, on the evening of April 14, 1865, Lincoln went to the theater. John Wilkes Booth, an actor who had wanted the south to win the war, went to the theater with a gun. There, Booth killed the president. Abraham Lincoln is remembered by many as one of greatest heroes of the nineteenth century in the US.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Franklin D. Roosevelt, known as FDR, was the thirty-second president of the USA, from 1933 to 1945. When Americans voted for him in 1933, the country was going through the Great Depression, but he gave hope to the American people. After he became president, he created jobs and made new laws to change the way banks worked. His government made many more changes that made the USA a strong nation. He worked closely with the leaders Winston Churchill of the United Kingdom and Joseph Stalin of Russia in the Second World War. He worked very hard, and, by 1944, this handsome, tall man was very ill. The American people did not know that he was ill, and he won fifty-three percent of the vote in 1944. He died on April 12, 1945. He is the only American who was voted president three times. He is remembered as one of the best presidents that the country has ever had.


	








GRADE 10
Listening comprehension test
1. Put down + if the statement is true, - if it is false (2 points each).
1. Abraham Lincoln was a famous president after the Civil War.
2. Young Abe Lincoln grew up in the country.
3. He studied law at university in Illinois.
4. In the 1830’s Abraham Lincoln supported slavery.
5. The northern states decided to create a new country where they could keep slaves.
6. Slaves were freed after the southern states won the war. 
7. John Wilkes Booth supported the southern states.
8. Franklin Delano Roosevelt was elected during a very prosperous period in American history.
9. FDR was killed at the theatre during World War Two.
10. In the United States many presidents serve for three terms.

2. Choose the correct letter (a, b or c) – (2 points each)
	1. As a boy Abraham Lincoln lived 
a. in Springfield, Illinois.
b. on a farm in Kentucky.
c. In the southern part of the United States.
2. Before he was elected to state government  Abraham Lincoln
a. taught in  schools.
b. fought in the Civil War. 
c. studied law by himself.
3. Slavery became illegal in all the United               States
a. when Abraham Lincoln became President.
b. when Franklin Roosevelt became President.
c. at the end of the Civil War.
4. In 1837, when Abraham Lincoln spoke against slavery,
a. slavery was not legal in the southern states.
b. slavery was legal in the North and the South.
c. slavery was illegal throughout the country.
5. The Civil War began when
a.  southern states made their own country.
b.  slaves were freed.
c. Abraham Lincoln was killed.

	6. Franklin Delano Roosevelt was first elected president
a. at the end of the Great Depression
b. during World War II.
c. during the Great Depression.
7. In order to make the U.S. a strong country, Franklin Roosevelt
a. reformed banking laws.
b. began World War II.
c. went through the Depression.
8. Franklin Roosevelt 
a. worked closely against Great Britain and Russia.
b. fought in World War II.
c. supported Churchill and Stalin.
9. Franklin Roosevelt 
a. died during his first term as president.
b. did not tell his countrymen that he was ill.
c. was not a popular president.
10.  Franklin Roosevelt accomplished all these changes except
a.      created jobs.
b.      ended the civil war.
c.       reformed banking laws.














GRADE 10
Reading Comprehension, test 1
	
Alien Invasion
	A group of tiny aliens left their ship in Mobile, Alabama. Their bodies were red and shiny, and they walked on six legs. The aliens looked around and then quietly crawled off to make homes in their new land.
Westward Ho!
	In 1918, fire ants were accidentally imported into the United States in a freighter ship from South America. In their new environment, the imported fire ants had no natural predators or competitors. In addition, these ants are extremely aggressive, and their colonies can harbor many queens, instead of just one queen like many other ant species. With all these advantages, it is not surprising that the ants have spread uncontrolled. By 1965, imported fire-ant mounds were popping up on the southeastern coast and as far west as Texas. Today they are found in portions of at least 10 southern states and may soon reach as far as California.
Jaws of Destruction
	Imported fire ants have done a lot of damage as they have spread across the United States. Because they are attracted to electrical currents, these ants chew through wire insulation, causing shorts in electrical circuits. The invaders have also managed to disturb the natural balance of native ecosystems. In some areas, they have killed off 70 percent of the native ant species and 40 percent of other native insect species. Each year, about 25,000 people seek medical attention for painful fire-ant stings.
Fighting Fire
	Nearly 100 years after the fire ants' introduction into the United States, the destructive ants continue to multiply. Although about 157 chemicals, including ammonia, gasoline, extracts from manure, and harsh chemical pesticides, are registered for use against fire ants, most have little or no success. Unfortunately, many of these remedies harm the environment. By 1995 the government had approved only one fire-ant bait for large-scale use.

Put down + if the statement is true, - if it is false (1 point each).

1) Extra Terrestrial beings (from another planet) invaded the southern United States in 1918.
2) These aliens spread fire ants to conquer the United States.
3) There were many other animals which tried to eat or fight the fire ants.
4) Fire ant colonies have several queens, unlike native varieties of ants.
5) Fire ants have populated across the entire United States. 
6) Fire ants spread easily across lands destroyed by fire.
7) Fire ants devour covering of electrical wires and damage electrical systems.
8) A quarter of a million people a year are killed by fire ants.
9) Many chemical pesticides are successful against fire ants.
10) The invasion of fire ants has disturbed the natural ecological balance in the U.S.


Reading Comprehension, test 2

Kepler's Puzzle
   There was one serious  problem unsolved during Galileo's time about Copernicus's theory that the Sun, rather than the Earth is the center of the solar system. If the orbits of the planets are perfect circles, why does the observed brightness of Mars differ so much each time Earth comes between it and the Sun? The variation is much greater than it would be if the orbits were perfect circles.
In 1605, a German astronomer named Johannes Kepler was trying to discover the true shape of planetary orbits. For three years, Kepler attempted to fit the information known about Mars's orbit to circles of all sizes. At that time, everyone assumed that the planets traveled in perfectly circular paths because the circle was thought to represent perfection. But no matter how hard he tried to make it work, no circle would fit the data. Kepler had fallen into the trap of anticipating what he believed to be the correct answer, thus blinding himself to possible alternatives. Has this ever happened to you? 
	In frustration Kepler finally resorted to an idea that he had previously disregarded - a shape called an ellipse, which looks like a stretched-out circle. When the information known about Mars's orbit was applied to this shape, it fit perfectly. Mars's orbit did not describe a circle, but an ellipse instead!
	With this discovery, Kepler was able to describe the paths of all revolving objects bound by gravitational forces. His discovery applies to comets, planets, moons, human-made satellites, and even distant stars that have been caught up in each other's gravitational forces.

Choose the correct letter (a, b or c ) – (1 point each)


	1. What was Johannes Kepler trying to understand?
a. The true shape of the planets
b. The shape of planets’ paths
c. The distance between planets
2. In paragraph 1, the pronoun “it” refers to
a. a circle.
b. an orbit.
c. Mars.
3. In the 17th century many people believed that
a. Mars was a perfect shape.
b. the planets orbit together.
c. the circle was the perfect shape.
4. Kepler first believed that Mars had a
a. circular orbit.
b. different sized orbit.
c. a varied orbit.
5. Kepler did not find the correct answer because
a. he was blind.
b. he worked too hard.
c. he began with the wrong answer to the problem.

	6. The shape of an ellipse is similar to
a. an oval.
b. a triangle.
c. a rectangle.

7. Kepler had previously disregarded the ellipse means that
a. he thought about it and then ignored it.
b. he never knew about it.
c. he thought it was a bad solution.
8. In this context,  “to describe an ellipse” means to
a. talk about an ellipse.
b. fit the shape of an ellipse.
c. orbit the Sun.
9. This discovery helped Kepler understand
a. how stars are born.
b. how all bodies travel in space.
c. how to talk about different planets.
10. What force controls the travel of space objects?
a. Electronic force
b. Speed
c. Gravity






	Reading Comprehension, test 3

Read the texts below and choose the correct word (A, B, C or D) for each gap. - (1 point each)
England: Nature and Environment
The history of the New Forest, about one hundred kilometres south-west of London, begins more ____________(1) nine hundred years ago.
William the Conqueror wanted this area to be kept for hunting, and he and his nobles ____________(2) looking for deer and other animals here. Parts of the New Forest, _____(3) now a national park, have probably not changed very much since these times. Today, cows walk freely around this area, with its ancient trees and open land covered with heather. Visitors here can also see beautiful wild_____________(4),  deer and big birds of prey. But most famous are the ponies - about three thousand of them - that live in the New Forest, as they ________(5) for many years. You can often _______(6) them walking around the villages of the New Forest, and you must be ready to stop your car when one _______(7) to cross the road!
_________(8) Exeter and Plymouth, the national park of Dartmoor in Devon is the biggest and wildest area of open countryside in the south of England. A lot of Dartmoor is moorland and ___________(9) in heather, but Dartmoor is also famous for its many tors - hills with rocks at the top. Sheep, cows and ponies walk freely around on Dartmoor, and many birds live here too.
North of Dartmoor is the national park of Exmoor, a beautiful ________(10)  of moorland, forests, valleys and farmland, which goes across the counties of Somerset and Devon, right up to the coast. Here you can see otters in nearly every river, wild red deer, bats and some very special butterflies.

	1
	A     that
	B      of
	C     than
	D      then

	2
	A     pleased
	B      hurried
	C     employed
	D      enjoyed

	3       
	A     which are
	B      which is
	C     who  was
	D      who is

	4
	A     flowers
	B      trees
	C     visitors
	D      forests

	5
	A     are
	B      have
	C     were
	D      do

	6
	A     see
	B      to see
	C     be watching
	D      be seeing  

	7
	A     decide
	B      was deciding       
	C     decides
	D      decided

	8
	A     Among
	B      Besides
	C     Between
	D      Before

	9
	A     covered
	B      decorated
	C     peopled
	D      farmed

	10
	A      vicinity
	B      area
	C     valley
	D      scenery









		

























GRADE 10
Writing Comprehension
(In this test you will select from two writing tasks.  Choose the one that you feel you are most capable to write about.)

1. Imagine a school day in 2115. Describe what the classroom would look like. What would be different about school in the future? What would be similar to your school now?  How and what would students learn in the future? 

2. Describe a proud moment you had recently. What did you accomplish? Did you do this alone or with other people? What were some results of this activity? What was the most important thing you learned? 

